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published by permission of the Emperor, gained
for him considerable public sympathy. Napoleon
would have commuted the death sentence to one
of imprisonment, had not his Ministers dissuaded
him on the grounds that so many innocent victims
had been made to suffer.

This  tragic  episode  was  the  forerunner of
dramatic events.   The Emperor's enemies alleged
that it was the fear of further attempts upon his
life by other disappointed Carbonari that impelled
Napoleon to take active steps in the cause of
Italian liberty.   In any case, it was shortly after
this incident that he proceeded to translate into
deeds the words of encouragement which he had
been murmuring for months in the dainty ears of
Cavour's emissary, the Comtesse de Castiglione.
Through the medium of Dr. Conneau it was
arranged that the Emperor and Cavour should
meet at Plombieres as if by accident.   So secretly
were the plans laid that even Napoleon's own
Foreign Minister, Walewski, was left in ignorance
and innocently telegraphed to  his  master at
Plombi&res the news that the Italian statesman
was reported to have arrived there.   The inter-
view had far-reaching results.   Cavour managed
to extract from the Emperor a definite under-
taking to support the liberation of northern Italy
by force of arms, in return for the cession to France
of Nice and Savoy.   A further inducement was